






























ORDINANCE NO.  26-446-O 

 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ROGUE RIVER MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS 13.30.020,  
13.30.060, 3.05.010, 3.05.020, 3.05.050, and 3.05.060 CLARIFYING PUBLIC SAFETY FEE 
AND TRANSIENT ROOM TAX APPLICABILITY WITHIN THE CITY OF ROGUE RIVER. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rogue River strives to provide citizens with a safe, comfortable, 
and livable community; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rogue River strives to provide timely, efficient, and effective police 
services to citizens and business owners; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City of Rogue River has historically charged RV parks a monthly public 
safety fee per space; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rogue River seeks to clarify and update the 
applicability of public safety fees to businesses within the City of Rogue River, specifically 
clarifying that approved RV Park spaces are subject to the monthly public safety fee; and, 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Rogue River seeks to clarify and update the 
applicability of the transient room tax (also known as transient lodging tax) fees to businesses 
within the City of Rogue River. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROGUE RIVER 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 SECTION 1.  Section 13.30.020 of the Rogue River Municipal Code shall be amended to 
read as follows: 

13.30.020 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning.  

A. “Developed property” means a parcel of real property, or portion thereof, on which
improvements have been constructed. Improvements include, but are not limited to, buildings,
structures, parking lots, and outside storage.

B. “Nonresidential unit” means a developed property which is primarily not for personal
domestic accommodation, including but not limited to business or commercial enterprise. A
nonresidential structure which provides facilities for one or more businesses or tenants,
including, but not limited to, permanent provisions for access to the public, shall have each
distinct unit or tenancy considered as a separate nonresidential unit. A business that leases
storage space does not create separate units for each storage space so long as the lease
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does not provide for general public access to the storage space from which the lessee runs a 
business.  An entire motel, or hotel is considered one “nonresidential unit”, so long as no room 
is rented for more than 28 days consecutively.  Each independent dwelling unit or RV Park 
space may be considered an independent “nonresidential unit” if they are rented for terms less 
than 28 days, in that they are used for commercial transient, or short term, rental purposes.   

C. “Person” means a natural person, unincorporated association, tenancy in common,
partnership, corporation, limited liability company, cooperative, trust, governmental agency
(including the state of Oregon but excluding the city of Rogue River), or other entity in law or in
fact.

D. “Residential unit” means a developed property primarily used for personal domestic
accommodation which provides complete individual living facilities for one or more persons
including but not limited to permanent provisions for living, sleeping, and sanitation. A home
business within a residential unit is not a separate nonresidential unit. An accessory dwelling
unit on a parcel is a separate residential unit. Each individual dwelling unit or space within a
multifamily residential property, condominium, or mobile home park is a separate residential
unit. A business that provides long-term assisted living care, including but not limited to a long-
term care facility, but that does not provide full individualized living facilities for each dwelling
unit, is a single nonresidential unit, not separate residential units. Transient lodging is not a
residential unit.  Any motel or hotel room rented for more than 28 consecutive days is
considered a “residential unit”.  Each independent dwelling unit or RV Park space may be
considered an independent “residential unit” if they are rented for more than 28 days.

E. “Responsible party” means the person owing the public safety fee. Unless another
responsible party has agreed in writing to pay the public safety fee, and a copy of that writing is
filed with the city, the person(s) paying the city’s utility charges is the responsible party. If there
is no service to or billing for the developed property, or if service or billing has been
discontinued, the responsible party is the person(s) having the right to occupy the property.

F. “Transient lodging” means: a hotel, motel or inn dwelling unit that is used for temporary
overnight human occupancy; a space used for parking a recreational vehicle or erecting a tent
during temporary periods of human occupancy; or other dwelling units, or portions of dwelling
units that are used for temporary human occupancy. For the purposes of this chapter,
“temporary” means less than 30 28 consecutive days.

SECTION 2.   

Section 13.30.060 of the Rogue River Municipal Code shall be amended to read as follows: 

13.30.060 Billing and collection of the public safety fee. 

A. The public safety fee shall be billed and collected monthly from the responsible party.
Statements for the fee shall be included as an additional item on monthly utility or billings
whenever feasible.
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B. The imposition of fees shall be calculated on the basis of the number of residential or
nonresidential units supported, without regard to the number of water meters serving that
property.

C. A presumption shall exist that a property is a developed property under this chapter when a
property receives water service, receives sewer service, is under lease, is issued a building
permit, or receives an occupancy permit. Thereafter, to avoid the public service fee, the
responsible person for the property shall have the burden to show that the property is not a
developed property.

D. Fees are due by the fifteenth twentieth day of the month in which the bills are received, and
will be deemed delinquent if not paid on the last working day of the month in which the fees are
due.

E. Monies received from responsible parties will first be credited toward the public safety fee,
and then to other outstanding city charges.

F. The city council may provide for penalties for delinquency of payments to ensure prompt
payment of public safety fee billings.

SECTION 3.  Section 3.05.010 of the Rogue River Municipal Code shall be amended to read 
as follows: 

3.05.010 Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter, the following mean: 
“Accrual accounting” means a system of accounting in which the operator enters the rent due 
from a transient into the record when the rent is earned, whether or not it is paid. 

“Cash accounting” means a system of accounting in which the operator does not enter the rent 
due from a transient into the record until the rent is paid. 

“Hotel/motel” means a part of a structure that is occupied or designed for occupancy by 
transients for lodging or sleeping, including a hotel, inn, tourist home or house, motel, studio 
hotel, bachelor hotel, lodging house, rooming house, apartment house, dormitory, public or 
private club, mobile home or house trailer at a fixed location, or other similar structure. 

“Occupancy” means use or possession of, or the right to use or possess, a room in a hotel for 
lodging or sleeping. 

“Operator” means a person who is the proprietor of a hotel in any capacity. When an operator’s 
functions are performed through a managing agent of a type other than an employee, the 
managing agent shall also be considered an operator. For purposes of this chapter, 
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compliance by either the operator or the managing agent shall be considered compliance by 
both. 

“Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, joint venture, association, social club, fraternal 
organization, fraternity, sorority, public or private dormitory, joint stock company, corporation, 
estate, trust, business trust, receiver, trustee, syndicate, or another group or combination 
acting as a unit. 

“Rent” means the gross rent, exclusive of other services. 

“Tax” means either the tax payable by the transient or the aggregate amount of taxes due from 
an operator during the period for which the operator is required to report collections. 

“Tax administrator” means the city recorder. 

“Transient” means an individual who occupies or is entitled to occupy space in any dwelling 
unit or any space used for temporary human occupancy for a fee. hotel for a period of 30 
consecutive days or less, counting portions of days as full days. A person occupying space in 
a hotel shall be considered a transient until a period of 30 days has expired unless there is an 
agreement in writing between the operator and the occupant providing for a longer period of 
occupancy or the tenant actually extends occupancy more than 30 consecutive days. A person 
who pays for lodging on a monthly basis, regardless of the number of days in the month, shall 
not be considered a transient. 

“Transient lodging” means: a hotel, motel or inn dwelling unit that is used for temporary 
overnight human occupancy; a space used for parking a recreational vehicle or erecting a tent 
during temporary periods of human occupancy; or other dwelling units, or portions of dwelling 
units that are used for temporary human occupancy. For the purposes of this chapter, 
“temporary” means less than 28 consecutive days. 

SECTION 4.  Section 03.05.020 of the Rogue River Municipal Code shall be amended to read 
as follows: 

3.05.020 Tax imposed. 

A transient shall pay a tax in the amount in person to be set by resolution of the rent charged 
for the privilege of occupancy in a hotel in the city. The tax constitutes a debt owed by the 
transient to the city, and the debt is extinguished only when the tax is remitted by the operator 
to the city. The transient shall pay the tax to the operator at the time rent is paid. The operator 
shall enter the tax into the record when rent is collected if the operator keeps records on the 
cash accounting basis and when earned if the operator keeps records on the accrual 
accounting basis. If the rent is paid in installments, a proportionate share of the tax shall be 
paid by the transient to the operator with each installment. In all cases, rent paid or charged for 
occupancy shall exclude the sale of goods, services or commodities. 
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Transient room tax shall not be imposed on any unit or space rented for more than 28 
consecutive days. 

SECTION 5. Section 3.05.050 of the Rogue River Municipal Code shall be amended to read 
as follows: 

3.05.050 Exemptions. 

The tax shall not be imposed on: 

A. An occupant staying for more than 30 28 consecutive days.

B. An occupant whose rent is less than $10.00 per day.

C. A person who rents a private home, vacation cabin or similar facility from an owner who
personally rents the facility incidentally to the owner’s personal use.

D. A government employee traveling on government business.

SECTION 6.  Section 3.05.060 of the Rogue River Municipal Code shall be amended to read 
as follows: 

3.05.060 Operator’s registration form. 

A. An operator of a hotel transient lodging establishment shall register with the tax
administrator, on a form provided by the administrator, within 15 days after beginning business
or within 30 calendar days after passage of the ordinance codified in this chapter.

B. The registration shall include:

1. The name under which the operator transacts or intends to transact business.

2.The location of the hotel transient lodging establishment.

3. Any other information the tax administrator may require to facilitate collection of the tax.

4. The signature of the operator.

C. Failure to register does not relieve the operator from collecting the tax or a person from
paying the tax.

SECTION 7.  Severability Clause 

  If any portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and 
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independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of 
the Ordinance. 

SECTION 8.  Emergency Clause 

Whereas, the City of Rogue River, Oregon, finds time being of the essence, to ensure 
continued financial support of the city’s public safety services, and an emergency is hereby 
declared to exist in the interest of the public peace, health, and safety of the City of Rogue 
River and the inhabitants thereof, and this ordinance may be introduced and placed upon all of 
its readings and final passage at any one meeting of the City Council and shall be in full force 
and effect from and after its passage by the City Council and approved by the Mayor. 

 ADOPTED by the Common Council of the City of Rogue River on this 26th day of March 
2026. 

 SUBMITTED TO AND APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Rogue River on this 26th 
day of March 2026. 

_______________________  
ATTEST: Pam VanArsdale 

Mayor 
____________ 
Diane Oliver,  
City Recorder 
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Memo 
To: City Council 

From: Ryan 

Date: March 19, 2026 

Re: FEMA BiOp Issue 

Councilors, as we continue to consider the requirements of the FEMA BiOp issue, I 
wanted to share the following: 

The Oregonians for Floodplain Protection group have requested that the pending court 
case (Oregonians for Floodplain Protection v. Dept. of Commerce et al, 1:25-CV-00039-
JMC) be paused.  Joining their request are FEMA Executives and other Federal Agency 
Heads.  It is their sense that the President and Cabinet level officials will administratively 
resolve the issues created by the pending FEMA Directives to implement Code Changes. 

Jackson County Commissioner Roberts has discussed the issue with Federal Authorities 
directly which may be leading to other amendments, clarifications, or reversal on this 
issue.  I also heard from Commissioner Roberts that Congressman Bentz has been 
working and meeting with FEMA, urging them to withdraw the biological opinion affecting 
the ESA, and look for a remedy and fix to this. His office said “Principles” from FEMA are 
receptive and engaging on this, appearing to be aware of the huge problem this created, 
and want to stick to emergency relief efforts only.  Congressman Bentz staff also recently 
indicated that top FEMA officials have stated they will be ordering Federal Departments to 
withdraw the whole program.  It is still unclear how this may play out, and I recommend 
continuing the item for three months until June 25th, 2026 to see what else we might 
discover. 

Ryan Nolan, City Administrator 
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December 3, 2025

Subject: Request for Permission to Connect to City Water and Sewer

To whom it may concern: and or (Rogue River City Counsel)

lam writing to request permission to connect my property, located at 1524 East Evans Creek Rd,

Rogue River, Oregon 97537 to the City of Rogue River’s water and sewer utilities.

Please advise me on the procedures, fees, permits, or additional information needed to move

forward with this request. | am ready to take any necessary steps to begin the connection.

Thank you for your time and assistance, | look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Chon. WA
Chassie Wiersma

Sidenote: {give all authority and permission to Ilene McCoy to communicate and make all

decisions regarding this project.

lene McCoy / 541.778.2936

RECEIVED
DEC 03 2025

CITY OF ROGUE RIVER
OFFICE OF THE

UTILITY DEPARTMENT
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2/7/2026

Subject: Request to Connect to City Sewer System Due to Health and Safety Concerns

Dear, City of Rogue River.

| am writing to formally request approval to connect my property located at (1524 East Evans

Creek Rd, Rogue River, Oregon 97537) sewer/septic system due to serious health and safety

concern associated with the current on-site septic system.

The existing septic system on the property is no longer functioning properly and poses a

potential public health risk. Ongoing issues include:

e Every three months the septic tank needs to be pumped as its back flows into the

house,

We have had professional septic installers stating, that the current drain fields are

Failing, and no longer draining properly,

It was suggested: the current system when in high water saturation times, the septic

flows down from the home site and into the city drain ditch. Causing it to be

dispersed into the public drainage system.

These conditions create a safety hazard for occupants of the property and could potentially

impact neighboring properties and the surrounding environment.

Given the risk of groundwater contamination, exposure to harmful bacteria, and the overall

public health implication, | believe connecting to the city’s sewer system in the most responsible

and long-term solution. This connection would ensure proper wastewater disposal in

compliance with health, safety, and environmental standards.

My goal is to protect the heaith of current and future occupants, as well as to remain in full

compliance with local and state regulations. | respectfully request the City’s approval and

guidance on the necessary steps, permit, and requirement to proceed with this connection.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to contact me if additional

information or documentation is needed.

voc RECEIVED
541-778-2936

! : FEB 09 2026

CITY OF ROGUE RIVER
OFFICE OF THE

UTILITY DEPARTMENT
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Page 1 

Addressing: Chapter 13:20 

Sewer and/or water hookups outside city limits and within the urban growth boundary may be 
authorized: 

13:20.010 Authorized 

A. Where there will be no adverse effect on development with the city limit's
Key reasons you can point to (mix and match as needed):

• Development complies with existing zoning and land-use regulations
• Infrastructure and utilities are already in place and sufficient
• The project is compatible with surrounding land uses
• No increase in demand beyond planned capacity for services
• Alignment with the city's comprehensive or master plan 
• No environmental, traffic, or safety impacts beyond normal urban conditions
B. Where any one of the following conditions is met: 

1. I met the required conditions by confirming that the proposed sewer and/or
water hookup complies with all applicable city codes and technical requirements,
utilizes existing infrastructure with sufficient capacity, and does not create 
adverse impacts to public services. The connection supports planned
development, protects public health, and provides long-term benefits to the City
of Rogue River and its residents.

13:20.020 Conditions 

A. This condition is met because all costs associated with extending and connecting to the 
sewer and/or water system will be borne entirely by the prop€rty owner. This includes,
but is not limited to, the installation of sewer and water lines, any required lift stations,
and related construction, engineering, and permitting expenses. No costs will be 
incurred by the City, and the proposed hookups will not place a financial burden on city
infrastructure or taxpayers.

B. This condition is met because all construction of sewer and/or water lines and any 
required lift stations will be designed, reviewed, and constructed subject to City
approval. All plans will be submitted to the City for review and must meet applicable city
standards, specifications, and inspection requirements prior to and during construction.

C. This condition is met because all land improvements associated with the project will be 
designed and constructed in full conformance with applicable City zoning standards and 
building codes. Any required permits will be obtained, and all improvements will be 
subject to City review and inspection to ensure compliance.
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TREE CITY COMMITTEE MINUTES 3.12.2026 

CALL TO ORDER:   11:08  am 
ADJOURNED:  12:46 pm 
Members Present:  Jim Dyck, JoAnn Dixon, Helga Bush 
Member(s) excused: Dee Copley 
Guests:   none 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Public Tree Ordinance (Dee Copley)
No new work to provide to City Council.

2. Trading Crows Newsletter (Dee Copley)
We plan to provide a brief article or announcement every month to inform RR citizens of
upcoming events, Arbor Day news, or tree information. One was in February newsletter.
Submit this to Emily in the RR City Office by mid-month.

3. Fifth Committee Member
We are still looking for another Committee Member. We brainstormed ideas for how to
recruit volunteers and new member(s).

4. Arborist’s Work for Budget Planning 2026  (Jim,  Helga)
In February a walk through the Parks was done to assess tree health, public safety and
Parks improvements. This would cover anticipated work in the next two years. Table
Rock Tree Care provided a quote. Jim and Helga met with Mike Bollweg to discuss and
assess priorities.

5. Tree of Heaven  (Jim, Helga)
Project to eliminate this invasive species(Class B) from Palmerton Arboretum.
Discussed next steps.

6. Tree Identification Project (Helga)
Update on the status and next steps of the Tree Inventory of Palmerton Arboretum.
New tree I.D. tags are needed.

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Work Days (Helga)
Volunteers did work in Palmerton Arboretum on Feb. 25 and March 11.

2. Arbor Day Celebration and Proclamation  (Jim, JoAnn)
Discussed and planned event. JoAnn will call Elementary School to set date.
Tree was selected; Cedar of Lebanon to replace tree lost in 2017 snow storm.
Publicity will be handled by JoAnn.

NEXT MEEETING:  April 9, 2026     11:00  Council Chambers 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING PACKET 
MARCH 26, 2026

44


	00.Agenda
	01.SharieDavisProclamation
	02.ArborDayProclamation.2026
	03.2026-02-19 CC Special Meeting Minutes done
	03.2026-02-26 CC Meeting Minutes done
	04.26-446-O RR Municipal Code revising public safety fee code
	05.memo FEMA BIOP
	06.01.1524 East Evans Cr Request for city utilities
	06.02.1524 E Evans Request for City Utilities Criterion
	06.03.Sewer Outside City Connection Request.Staff Report
	TYPE III STAFF REPORT FOR SITE DESIGN REVIEW
	1.0 PROPOSAL
	2.0 AUTHORITY
	3.0 PROCEDURE and TIMELINE
	4.0 PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS
	5.0 CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL
	Staff Response: Satisfied with conditions
	Staff Response: Satisfied
	5.3 Sewer and/or water hookups outside the city limits and within the urban growth boundary will be considered according to the following list of priorities, letter (A) being the highest priority:
	A. Occupied dwelling contiguous to the city with an existing health hazard.
	B. Occupied dwelling contiguous to the city boundary.
	C. Occupied dwelling near or adjacent to the city limits with an existing health hazard.
	D. Developed property near or adjacent to the city limits.
	E. Developed property within the urban growth boundary with an existing health hazard.
	F. Developed property within the urban growth boundary.
	G. Undeveloped property within the urban growth boundary.
	Staff Response: Priority level E is found to exist

	6.0 CONCLUSION
	7.0 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

	07.ODOT Grant Amendment
	06.ODOT Grant Amendment
	ODOT attorney signed

	08.RogueRiver Vacancies (RRMC)
	09.Grange Support letter
	10.Mural Proposal
	11.TREE CITY COMMITTEE MINUTES 3.12.2026



